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iriam and Aaron spoke against Moses regardzng the Cushite woman he had marmd for
» he had married a Cushite woman. 2 They said, “Was it only to Moses that HASHEM spoke?
Dld He not speak to us, as well?” And HASHEM heard. 3 Now the man Moses was exceedmgly
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3. TR 13y —=Exceedingly humble. Moses was so humble that

it was unthinkable to accuse him of considering himself
superior to other prophets (lbn Ezra).

Because of his humility, Moses would never have de-
fended himself against the charge; therefore, God had to

humble, more than any person on the face of the earth!
¢

intervene. According to one view in Sifre, Miriam and Aaron
had confronted Moses with their criticism;-but, in his humil-
ity, he did not respond (Ramban; Or HaChaim).
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The Torah's characterization of Moses as being humble
sheds light on the nature of true humility. It is commonly

assumed that humble people are afraid to speak up or assert

their authority. This surely does not apply to the most
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humble man on the face of the earth — Moses did not
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hesitate to confront Phétaoh or castigate the entire nation of
Israel; his humility did not deter him from doing what was
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proper, even if it was unpopular or dangerous. Rather,
humility refers to someone’s persenal assessment of him-
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self. He may feel humble that he has not achieved his
potential, or that, even if he has, his greater, janate ability
puts greater responsibility on him, and-no one has a right to
feel haughty merely for doing what one is oblégated to do.
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Ithough a healthy sense of self-esteem is essen-
tial, an excess of ego is decidedly destructive.

Moshe Raﬁﬁemu says to Klal Yisrael: X177 N2 D210 P2 1Y DN,
1 stood between Hashem and you at that time (Devarim 5:5).
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It - Rabbi Yechiel Michel of Zlatchov interpreted this homiletically
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with an }I_}ﬂated ego has no room in hlS life for H: ashem Appmpn—
Y. ately enough, Hashem has no room for him either (sec Sotah Sa and
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And here is the paradox. While man asserts his
s nothlng, merely a small Fu;;(;l‘l:eko_f
Q_otoplasm assertmg the scope of his smallness Butmn
he annuls his independence, negates hlS ego, ! he melts into
ater Existence and thereby achieves real(
merely ex1stence as an unidentifiable part )

of a greater whole Do, existence as a great human bemg

whoeverhved .He _was able to completely» annul his

mdependencc and become totally attached to the Creator;
and the result was not that he dlsappeared but that he
became the most famous individual who ever hved
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«2& The Receptive Crystal
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Tomer Devorah (Ch. 1I) sees humility as the key to attaining the
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a sort of spiritual ““superconductor.” Electricity does not flow smooth

igamut of excellent character traits. In a sense, humility can be seen
fj

through all metal. Impurities in some offer resistance to electric flow

173 R N1ATA @WK 1371 70K BYD wn 1 573Y DITAX

and cause energy to be lost. Other pure metals, however, can act as

“superconductors” — allowing currents to pass through them smoothly,
with no energy loss. Thus, just as certain pure metals conduct electricity
without offering resistance, so too man may refine himself into a pure
vessel through which ®ivine energy flows freely. By internalizing a
humble nature, man filters the clouding element of self-absorption, and
becomes crystalline; attuned and receptive to the desires of his Maker.
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The genuinely humble spirit, however, is ah exalted one. His security
withthimself allows him to understand that alone and without God, his -
existence is insignificant. As he draws close to his Creator, his heart
overflows with quiet bliss.

2§ An Ultimate Yard;tick

IR n Dy WK DIRT Y00 RN QY Y WK, And the man Moses
was exceedmgly humble, more than any man on the face of the earth
(Numbers 12:3). It is inconceivable that Moses, the leader and redeemer
of millions of Jews, could feel insignificant. He performed the awesome
miracles which humbletl‘Egypt’s empire, and stood upon Mt. Sinai as
the very heavens opened and the Master of the universe revealed
~ Himself. Clearly, Moses wasiaware of his greatness.

The Telshe Rav, Rav Yosef Leib Bloch, explamed that one can soar to
the pinnacles of success and still remain humbléf Humility depends,
more'than anything g]sé, upon the personal yardstick one chooses. If a
six-foot man measures himself against one who stands at five feet, he

" can boast of his height. However, if he measures himsel ‘against the
height of the sun, mnety-three—mﬂhon miles above him, his height
seems negligible.

Similarly, men wax proud only when they measure themselves
against smaller men. When one measures himself against the infinite
and eternal Creator, he understands his own relative_insignificance.
* Thus, precisely because Moses achieved such a tangxble closeness to

~ God, was he humbled more than any man to have walked the earth._

“ One’s greatness as a person depends perhaps, on the degree to which he
can truly perceive his Creator’s presence, and make such an ultimate
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yardstick a reality for himself.
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A popular folktale runs as follows:
Once there was a man who imagined himself to be a true talmzs
chacham. He arose at 4 a.m. every morning to study in the Bz
HaMidrash. On his way he would always meet a poor and ‘igno
shoemaker who also would rise early to eke out his meager livelihooz
'As the two passed each other, the former’s heart was filled with prid
over his scholarship and diligence while he looked down upon
ignorant shoemaker with utter contempt. When the shoemaker sa3
the man he passed on his daily journey, however, he felt deep respec
for his scholarship. This daily encounter went on for years and year
Finally, the time came for both men to leave this world to stand 1
final judgment. The contempt which the arrogant scholar felt for the.
shoemaker outweighed®his good deeds and tipped. the scales against
him. All of the shoemaker’s errors and shortcomings, however, wezz .
balanced by the one sigh of humility which he would sigh everr
morning when he looked up to the talmid chacham. In its merit the
humble shoemaker entered Gan Eden.
It is the man who seems smugly self-assured who views eve
%uman being as a potential threat; a possible competitor in t
never-ending race for approval. Lacking the resources totrust his own
self-image, he is enslaved to others’ opinions of him. It is by :
denigrating his fellow that the arrogant man gains the illusion. of -
relative strength. :

A sage _was once asked: “How come you are accepted as the
undxsputed leader of the people of your generation?”” He replied: “I have
“/never met any person in whom I did not detect some quality in which
he was superior to me. If he was wiser than I, I suspected that he might
ralso be more God fearing. If he was less wise, I considered that on the
Day of Judgment he will be held less accountable than I, for my
nsgressions were committed with full knowledge, while his were
mmitted in error. If he was older, I would reason that the merits which
zlready acquired must exceed mine. If hewas younger, I calculated
his sins were fewer than mine ... If the man was richer, then
2ps. his wealth has enabled him to surpass me in serving God. If he
moorer, [ would consider him to be contrite and of a humbler spirit
“Thus, I honored all men and humbled myself before them”
Halevavos, Shaar HaKeniah, Ch. 10).

2§ Let All Men Seem Greater Than You in Your Eyes
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bgngtﬁe Divine messenger than he. Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch (Taam N3P 71’5}} v DU DU ve 7]1]')5
V'daas, Bamidbar) concludes that this is the ideal form of humility: ,
a person does not look down upon anyone else, but rather recognizes 7
his own faults and everyoné else’s virtues. Sadly, we often do the ap- MY IDIBYT INFTTY 13939 W pran
posite, recognizing our own virtues diid everyone else’s faults. - :
“In Kelm, the great city of mussar, a method of decreasing vanity 29 TWR DIRA Y90 TRN 1Y Dwn WINLY
was developed that we can easily adapt to every situation. The aror (.2) "ANTRA g e
kodesh in Kelm was somewhat raised so that a footstool was necessary —
"in order to reach up to remove and replace the Torah. Strangely, this e
footstool was, kept on the west side of the shul, although the gron P71 1072 PR N1W WK YNt 5p1s A1 MR 129 PRIN W) R
was, of course, on the east. Kelm was a city where nothing was done = V¥02012) Y790 DX 73 Y® pmo»n 7Iym 1dn 20 wad a i
haphazardly. Everything was planned with kavod habrios, middos im- 70 o8 )TN MYYn Mnnv RN DR Y91 MY MmN mnin
provement, and nfehtchlichkeit in mind. Why the west side? The Alter -7 078 93 5w 1nnw) Y ANy 0% Py 10 N

of Kelm explained that carrying a little stool back and forth eventually 3w o 93 5191’111'2%1]:1:1!‘\?1‘?‘)?31’ 1717 UM ,1PMYYH IR MIPA

caused the students to lose their self-consciousness. Having an exag- N e —————

will think of youand feeling excessive concern about one’s image are , it
:Ka};l manifestations of self-importance. Being forced to perform some- n7¥0 7192 501N DTRA 9 N30 1AINAY TR W70 TR 19
what menial tasks without worrying about ego actually reduces the JIMIRYD WITH Nt

~rated sense of self is a form of gaavah. Worrying what someone else - ) ”
gerated sense of se orm of gaavaxn. YOrrying YR DTRADIN” 2R "IRN 1IP AW WRAY :N1NA 11 ATYRY It

delusions of grandeur that inflate people’s egos beyond all reasonable 9" ny 1wv pion
recognition. O e
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How does one accomplish this precarious balance between a \ | &
aealthy and a dangerous ego? Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe relates a fascinat- ,,,3,1//_/\
ng vignette about his rebbi, Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, the legendary Arachin 15b). Gaavah is our great enemy because it prevents us from
Mashgiach of Mir. A young student once came to visit him regarding developing a true oneness with God. All our greatness and potential
1 certain matter. When the boy was about to leave, the Mashgiach in- depend upon our ability to subjugate ourselves to Hashem and emu-
juired, “What is the weather like outside today?” The boy’s responsez late His ways. To the extent that our ego prevents this process, we are
|

e

was that it was extremely windy. The Mashgiach surprisingly then ironically diminished and spiritually impoverished.
nquired, “T have somewhat of a cold. What would you advise me to
10? Go to the yeshivah for Minchah or stay at home?”

The bachur thought for a moment or two and responded, “I think
‘he Mashgiach should remain at home.” &

Reb Yerucham concluded, “Good, I shall listén to you” (Alei Shur,
Volume II, page 312).

How do we prevent this alienation from Hashem that stems from
overconfidence?

P<The Sar Shalom of Belz quotes a well-known verse: 1991 m-1550

155K M3 NTYOA T Na oy o 12y wa n ow nx, Halleluyah!

Praise the Name of Hashem! Give praise, you servants of Hashem! You
who stand in the House of God, in the courtyards of the House of our God

As Rabbi Wolbe notes, even the seemingly mundane conversation (Tehillim 135:1-2). . . ¥

f Torah scholars must be studied (Avodah Zarah 19b). What Reb. '

. . . . s ok Now, a hotise is not a courtyard and a courtyard is not a house.
ferucham was doing provides us with a case study in humility. A pet- ' Why the ambiguity about where the Jews are standing? The Belzer

ion should regularly consult with those younger and less experienced '\&erbe answers that the true servants of God are those who know that
The consultation itself instills in us the‘-middflh 9f‘ l.lumlhty. Ra}f)bl‘ they have never arrived at the final spiritual destination. They are al-
Wolbe recommends that whatever our age, station in life,or expertise, g

in the courtyard, not in the Sanctuary itself. It is because of this
wve.should utilize this method to subdue any inclination toward ar- { ways 1 ty y

; ‘humility that they will indeed someday enter the House and truly be-
ogance and ephance the middah of anavah, ome one with Hashem. But those who believe prematurely that they

" We might add that Reb Yerucham himself was emulating Hashem  §3v¢ arrived and achieved all there is to achieve, indeed remain in the

it the very creation of man. At that time, Hashem turned to the angels courtyard, forever stagnating in their self-important haughtiness.
ind said to them: o 1ipy), “Let us make man” (Bereishis 1:26). Rashi .

iites the teaching of the Midrash that thi§ inquiry reflected Divine
wmility, for surely God has no need to consult with anyone, least of
Il angels whom He had just created. However, we can learn another
esson from God’s own conduct and middos: that of consulting with
'omeone on a lower level than oneself.
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est and tolerant.” Moshe tolerated their criticism and did not grow X997 12 R22PY” (vn ¥'s nax) NIWNI 2137 0P NI AR
angry. - ' ARA PRA YT ,A772Y UPY K2 ANR PRI 07127 1W7YA 7oN00 IR
e Tolerance is an essential virtue in all of our interpersonal relation- - n{f PRI ,‘;n:nz)m 7 IS TRY AR N oY Y1 ANR RN

ships. The Alter of Kelm writes, “How great it would be if we could = 0o om0 0700y yony (910 nn_ Jx91 amio_fibon
habituate ourselves to act with tolerance, for it is the root of all mid- P et

dos and qualities and the source of serenity.” 2 wipn @aYnn vdhn TYn "199 avm T D Ty anx
o e b S ‘ ;
In addition.to the tolerance a person must show toward ‘others;” RN

one must also be tolerant of himself. We are all seeking to grow

and become better people, but we constantly encounter difficul  x9w DTXY NAMA R 07T AVWHWA MYINDAD TR 7IAY PIN ‘

ties. Sometimes we feel that the yetzer hara is out to stop us.at all s LRoe

costs, sometimes we lose our drive to continue, and sometimes we

forget where we are headed. A person who lacks patience in his
iy 37

OTRY 2NN MYIN0AN NRT (v nmwnn wreoy) 873177 2N
avodas Hashem will give up or AR I R n_orral) ==kt

; ' Y
“a person who lacks ~ get depressed, and there is noth- 71171 12 1”nn_— wrnxa mYoNoM K3 PRI ;’ vl ;‘:i];
patience in his avodas ing more detrimental to avodas Ralal 19 2NN — NN¥AN YT IMYoNoM AT 02pn iR
P Hashem than depression. . {593 xome RY — D727 OWIHYWA 19K WP YR ANNXA DD
, Ha‘?hem will give up We think, If only I would |
or get depressed, and  be able to daven the entire
there is nothihg more =~ Shemoneh Esrei with kavanah, -+ pxn Y53w1 Y7 DI MY TWKIY BIMN T IWLA

: my whole day would look dif:-  oynrws xomm 9¥R AMY AT 72T TP AMID_N9P0R K3
Hashem than depression.” ' j

able to rectify my negative mi;i;%
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bear in mind an important Midrash. Chazal tell us (Shemos Rabbah 23 ;9173 TR X1 NP3 KIM K3 PRA DIRA 23 GK1,MIY -
34:1) that Hashem does not expect from a person more than he  px ,,may *19 X139 19 D1UN N 190N T NUNANND PITA 0OM
can handle. Hashem knows our limitations and the impediments U m'l:u'l'l'JD‘D:l X101 TRDAR OPY 9aK PVON P RIR T
that stand in our way, and He does not expect us to turn around B A
our lives in a day, a week, a month, or a year — and sometimes ; ' 31

even many vears. We must remember that a person who “grabs”
too much will be left with nothing, while one vfho grabs a litﬁe willl  IWITS PRI’ NNRIY KN TIRAN 03 KNWT KNPYTOI AR
retain what he has grabbed (Rosh Hashanah 4b). ©N9Ym 17120 DR VA YTV 1oN ROX XY 793 700N RY
The Vilna Gaon expresses this idea in his explanation of the fol- | x5 a1 Y9V PP MYPY 12100 DX PINN IR NRT 93 0YW P
lowing passuk (Mishlei 19:3), “A man’s foolishness corrupts his
way, and his heart rages against Hashem.” Sometimes a person
begins studying Torah or serving Hashem and then stops because
it has grown too difficult. He feels that Hashem is not assisting him
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in his endeavors, and he becomes angry .at Hashem for abandon- nnNN RYNI1W ,‘195,‘_'-_',,7_3_3,J?,:‘,,,»_nmnw.m’-m Sy 1Y’ °01 1T NNN
ing him. This _pergon caused his own downfall, however, since he S5 MNAP K ORI VST NTOW RYK T MIRKA PR N

jumped ahead too quickly in his avodah and did not pace hims_elf"“
properly. Had he slowed his.pace, Hashem would have assisted him
in his avodah. o

olerance is not mierely a virtue tG be exercised once we realize
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that we have not accomplished all that we pldnned. It is a n"ﬁd_d_ah avn 131?11»1 nIwnn 137 NX o7 PRI OTRA 93P 11 AN
that we must utilize when charting our course of action If we realize ALIYON NI1IAA X PV’ 1T NINANNI 3 AN N9°0N XA TRN

our limitations and are truly cognizant of our pre}slent spirgual level, van - ml‘ - W’w' - e
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we will succeed in ac.lvancmg‘;.m our gvodas Hashem at the prop pn mogn T a0 KD TR ANAT TR mAma i

pace, thereby achieving positive, lasting changes. ) DY PRy - . . .
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The Ben Ish Chai (Ben Yehoyada, Sotah 5b) derives a similar DAY MR DDNPD 018 53 AN DPRY 11531 0703 UD:
thought from a famous prayer. In times of trouble and crisis, every Ny
Jew recites ™1y X2 10, Whence will come my help? (Tehillim 121:1). : ,_ '
This question, says Reb Yosef Chaim, provides its own answer, Our  1A¥Y ¥ 2M> 117 MWnw 21 0N Y3 PRY 2w gy ;

help comes from the middah of ayin, which means nothingness. This ~ YT"W fin K10 7 1y Y9 anmyy 93 ™ "Ixn 11y qwn wRa”
thought, he continues, flows from the context of the pesukim them- = Sw wwn MW PR ,15Y PR 1T oR1 19 ™Y orR PMYYn Yov
selves. David MaMelech says: o 8-y KK, I lift up my eyes to | R .
the mountains, and then I consider: Why weren’t the mighty soaring PRIZY NN 1y pn”b YTOR T
mountains such as Tabor or Carmel chosen to be the site of Mattan
Torah? It was then that I realized that "7y K22 &9, my help will come
from emulating Sinai itself. Be inconspicuous and modest; then your

“salvation will arrive. -
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